
All Saints Church, Stretton with St Cuthbert’s, Princethorpe – report for Parish 
Council 2019. 

 
 
It has been another very busy year in the Parish.  Firstly I’d like to thank the Parish 
Council for their continued support towards the upkeep of the churchyard, making it 
a pleasant and peaceful place and a much visited village amenity.  Also I would like 
to thank the Parish Council for their generous grant towards the cost of repairing the 
clock.  As the eagle eyed among you might have noticed it is a fast at the moment, 
but this is being addressed with a visit this week. 
 
As well as our regular weekly services in church, we have held several special  
celebration services.  Most recently in March we held a service to dedicate the 
restored windows thanks to donations from several families.  March was busy as the 
week before the dedication service, we welcomed Bishop Christopher and the 
Gallipoli Association to mark the anniversary of the first world war march past and 
inspection of troops by King George V.  We also held special services to mark a 
Plough Sunday, International Day of Prayer, Remembrance, All Saints and All Souls 
Remembering Service, Christingle and a special Songs of Praise service to 
introduce our new hymn books.  Christmas saw us at Bonden Farm in Birdingbury 
with a live retelling of the Nativity as well as the services in church. 
 
We commemorated the centenary of the end of the first world war with a community 
poppy making project coordinated by Janice Robinson.  Over 2000 poppies were 
made by members of the community including Knightlow School and KCP.  The 
display which was in church the week before and after Remembrance Sunday was 
very beautiful and moving. The poppy fall from the altar will be used annually for our 
Remembrance events. 
 
The church  maintained its commitment to Knightlow Primary School with end of term 
Eucharist, Harvest,  Carol and Easter services being held in the church.  The worship 
team also led weekly worship at school every Wednesday.  We also thank the 
Foundation(church appointed) Governors for all that they do to build links between 
the worshipping communities and the school.   
 
We also held a number of fundraising and social events.  The Christmas Fair and 
village Christmas light switch on, the Pudding Club and bookstall at the village fete.  
We also held a lively Barn and Line dancing event here in school to raise funds for 
Global Care and the work they do with Shack Schools in the Lebanon. 
 
Holiday Bible Club continues to go from strength to strength with many parents 
wanting to sign up for the following year before the week is over, but we are always 
looking for more helpers so if you are interested in helping out then please do get in 
touch.  
 



We were fortunate this year to have a curate on placement from October.  Rev Gail 
Philip proved to be an invaluable member of the team and we miss her when she 
leaves us at the end of April to take up the post of Vicar at St Giles Church in Exhall. 
We are grateful to Peter Lewis for setting up and helping to train a new group of 
village based bellringers – it is wonderful that we now have a trained team to ring 
regularly. 
 
St Cuthbert’s in Princethorpe – despite spending a lot of time and energy trying to 
find additional uses for the building the sad decision was taken to apply to the 
Diocese for the closure of St. Cuthberts.  This has been received and we are in the 
process of planning a closing service for May or June this year.  The building will 
then be put up for sale and the proceeds used for educational purposes.   
 
So it just remains for me to thank the small army of volunteers who clean the 
church, work in the graveyard, clean the brasses and do a myriad of other jobs to 
help us keep All Saints the welcoming place that it is.  And those villagers who may 
not attend the church but help us with regular giving to keep the lights on in the 
church on the hill. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Rev. Ali Massey 
 
 


