
Parish Council Report 2019 

It is a great pleasure to present this brief report from Knightlow Primary School. 

The school continues to be full with pupils waiting for places in all years.   The Reception class for 

Sept 2019 is also full with a waiting list.   Whilst the school is oversubscribed, all applications from 

the catchment area (Bourton, Frankton, Marton, Princethorpe and Stretton-on-Dunsmore) are 

currently able to be accommodated. 

The number of pupils in Reception and a key stage 1class is set by the DFE as 30.   It is up to a school 

what the number of pupils should be in KS2.   The governors have set this as 32.   Any applicant 

above this number has to go to an independent appeal where the school and applicant put their 

cases.   This has resulted in there being  

Y3 33 

Y4 32 

Y5 33 

Y6 32 

 Staffing changes have been limited to Mrs Duckett returning after Easter on a part time contract 

following a maternity leave at Easter.   Mrs Vivian has been covering this post and she is to continue 

working with Mrs Duckett after Easter.    

One new governor has joined in the last year, Katie Waterworth, Foundation governor for Stretton.    
The governing body is currently operating at its full strength of 12 members.   It has a broad range of 
skills and experience, and regularly monitors its development needs, governance skills and 
monitoring and evaluation impact. There are likely to be Parent Governor vacancies within the next 
1 to 2 years and the governing body is keen to continue to attract new people with relevant skills to 
volunteer for this challenging and rewarding role. 
 
All staff and governors are regularly trained in safeguarding issues including online safety. 
 
The school is enormously grateful to Stretton Charities and the Knightlow School Association for 
grants and fundraising to augment the local authority school funding.   As you will have read, school 
finances are extremely tight, allowing nothing to augment the curriculum to keep the learning fresh 
and interesting.   The Stretton Charity grant allowed almost £2,000 of reading materials to be 
purchased.   These will provide the children with high quality texts to enjoy and to work on the key 
areas of vocabulary development, reading comprehension and use of their imagination as writers. 
The Knightlow School Association continues to raise significant funds for the school and a 

Groundforce day completed many jobs around the school and grounds. The KSA meets regularly at 

8pm on a Tuesday evening and is a friendly and open group of parents. The KSA is always looking for 

additional parents and carers to assist in fundraising and supporting events held in the school. The 

commitment doesn't need to be large and people can help at single events or take a more active role 

in the organisation which is very rewarding. 

The school has budgeted carefully to ensure the teaching assistant input is maintained.   Schools in 

the authority have had to reduce teaching assistant numbers, sometimes down to one or two for a 



school larger than Knightlow.   The governors feel, as the school does, that this is very much a false 

economy. 

Knightlow remains a happy, vibrant learning environment with pupils achieving excellent SATS 

results, receiving notification that the reading results were in the top 1% of the Primary schools in 

the country.   However, these have not been to the exclusion of experiences to enable them to 

develop into healthy and well-rounded individuals.   The latter include residential experiences, 

overnight stays, and many visits to places of interest and productions and a great number of visitors 

to speak, lead sports or arts experiences.   The school remains very grateful to the parents and other 

villagers who regularly visit the school to hear pupils read, do craft work, accompany trips or give 

extension lessons in maths.   More are welcome.   DBS checks will be completed at the school so 

please do think whether you could offer an hour or two a week. 

The school continues to have close links with the Church community and continues to feel blessed 

by the time and commitment of Rev Ali, Douglas Hutchinson and Karen Armbrister who regularly 

lead worship and lead Christian experience days on special occasions.    The school also thanks the 

Benefice churches for funding the holding crosses and bibles distributed to all pupils at the school. 

We would like to close by saying a big thank you to the village for its help and support.   I think that 

from the above everyone can see that without this the school would be a much poorer learning 

environment for our young people. 

VKD Mar 2019     


