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MINUTES OF MEETING 
 

Name of Meeting Ordinary Stretton-on-Dunsmore Parish Council Meeting  

Date, Time and Venue 
of Meeting 

Monday 8th July 2019 at 7.30pm in Knightlow School. 

Meeting Chair Cllr Paul Gordon (PG) 

Minute Taker Helen Stewart (HS) 

Attendees Cllr Chris Burton (CB), Cllr Nicola Haywood (NH), Cllr Warwick Dipple 
(WD), Cllr Sarah Gambling (SG), Cllr Gillian Key-Vice (GKV) Cllr 
James Bavington (JB) and  parishioners. 

Apologies Cllr Joe Whitmore (JW) 

Absent  

Public Forum 
Brook – overgrown vegetation in brook and spoil in Fosse Way Playing Field. 
Grass cutting – question from resident regarding frequency of cuts 
AED – not yet apparent outside the school building (NH to chase the head teacher) 
Bench (dedicated to retired Cllr John Simmonds) –  
Mr Simmonds, queried the base underneath the bench and suggested it should have 
been mounted on concrete slabs rather than the current plastic timber effect.  
Another resident raised concerns regarding the siting of the bench from a health & 
safety aspect. She also commented that she found it to be a blot on the landscape, 
as she could see it from inside her home. Following a comment regarding 
declarations of interest from another resident at the meeting, Cllr Gordon reminded 
Cllr Key-Vice she was in breech of the Code of Conduct, as she had a personal 
interest in the matter and was speaking against a Parish Council decision.  

Agenda 
Number 

Minute Actioner Date for 
Completion 

1. Apologies 
Cllr Joe Whitmore (JW). 

No Action  

2. Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest. 

No Action  

3. Minutes from Last Month’s Meeting 
The minutes of the meeting on 10th June 2019 were accepted by those 
present and signed as a true account by Cllr Paul Gordon. 

No Action  

4. Actions from the minutes 
a. Cllr Whitmore did not sign his Declarations of Interest and 

Acceptance of Office as he was not in attendance at this meeting. 
b. Cllr Whitmore has not yet been in contact with the resident of the 

A45 who wrote asking the Parish Council for his support in lobbying 
Highways England for install a crash barrier. 

c. Cllr Key-Vice has been liaising with PCC regarding a piece within the 
pendulum to encourage community engagement. It was agreed to 
include a variation of the wording suggested by GKV in the next 
edition on a trial basis until March 2020. Copies to be placed on the 
counter of the village shop. GKV will seek the permission of the 
proprietors. 

d. Cllr Bavington has been in contact with different barrier suppliers but 
is yet to get a full and comprehensive quote. It was agreed to 
delegate the barrier installation to the Clerk (along with JB & WD) to 
have it in place by the end of the summer. HS to remind the 
handyman to remove the bale and spoil from Fosse Way playing 
field. 

e. A meeting with Vicki Ledger and Kev Perks of Stretton Scouts was 
held on 13th June to attempt to finalise the lease agreement. The 
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details were agreed. The signing of the document will take place in 
September when all parties have confirmed the changes to the 
document. 

 
 

5. Reports from Borough & County Councillors 
There were no representatives present.  

No Action  

6.  Planning Matters 
R19/0933 – Fosse Way Pavilion – No comments 

No Action  

7a. RBC Local Plan 
Coton Park Supplementary Planning Document – no comments 

No Action  

7b.  The Rugby Borough Council Local Plan covering the next fifteen years of 
planning policy has now been approved by the government planning 
inspector and has been formally adopted by RBC. What this means for 
Stretton on Dunsmore is that the two sites; ‘Little Orchard’ on Plott Lane and 
the land north of Squires Rd have been released from the Green Belt and 
applications to develop for residential housing will be looked upon 
favourably by Rugby Borough. While the Parish Council cannot change the 
selected sites, or the policy, it may still be able to have some influence on 
the housing mix, expenditure of any open space or community contribution 
money (sometimes known as Section 106), traffic management, and 
landscaping. With this objective in mind, it invited all residents to attend 
a Parish Meeting on Tuesday 2nd July at 7.30pm in the Village Hall to 
discuss areas of concern, thoughts on housing mix and priorities for 
community infrastructure improvements. There were 50 people in 
attendance, along with all Parish Councillors, and two Borough Councillors. 
The main areas of concern were the increase in traffic throughout the whole 
village but particularly Squires Rd and Plott Lane. The residents would like 
the following queries to be passed on to the developers, WCC Highways 
and RBC Planning department: 

- Could a temporary access for construction traffic heading to the 
Squires Rd development be created from Plott Lane? 

- Can there be constraints put on the timings of the construction works 
and the associated traffic? 

- Could a new permanent access be created to the Squires Rd 
development from School Lane (across the Greenbelt) to elevate the 
traffic going up Squires Rd and ease some of the current congestion 
on Hill Crescent at school drop off and pick up times? 

- Will the 30mph limit be extended further back up Plott Lane? 
- When were the traffic surveys undertaken, and should the Parish 

Council collate their own trip data?  
- Clarify the access point to the Little Orchard – will it be shared with 

the Parish Council car park? 
- The junction in Princethorpe where the A423 and Fosse Way meet 

will be heavily used and Plott Lane or Fineacre Lane used as rat run 
– are there plans to introduce traffic control measures there? 

 
The other notable points were concerns regarding: - 

- The lack of footpath along Plott Lane to Little Orchard. 
- The housing should be mix of smaller properties, perhaps 

bungalows, with some 2-3-bedroom properties too. 
- Drainage 
- Ecology – Great Crested Newts and Hedge Sparrows 
- Parking particularly along Brookside. 

  

7c. The Clerk along with Cllrs Key-Vice, Dipple and Gordon attended a meeting 
to discuss planning application R17/1767, which was hosted by RBC 
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Planning Officer Maxine Simmons. The developer is also the landowner, Mr 
Chalcraft, who was not there, but his town planners were there. The town 
planners confirmed that the submitted schematics were only indicative and 
could change. Maxine has requested a zoned map, with more detail 
including green space, drainage and road layout and isn’t prepared to take it 
to the Planning Committee until this has been received. 
The Parish Council fed back the village preferences for housing mix with the 
development. It also took forward the suggestion of an alternative access to 
the site from School Lane. Maxine confirmed that a road across greenbelt is 
possible provided it didn’t have any structures i.e.: a bridge or culvert. She 
did advice the Parish Council that should such an access be included in the 
final plans, that it would leave Stretton open to further development. The Mr 
Chalcroft’s representatives were not keen on the alternative/additional 
access point as the land is third party owned, and the site selected for the 
Local Plan as it because an alternative access was not required (Squires Rd 
would simply be continued). The increase in traffic throughout the whole 
village, and particularly in that area was raised by the Parish Council. 
Maxine will arrange a meeting between the Parish Council, WCC Highways 
and RBC Planning in attempt to overcome some of the traffic concerns.  
While there are guidelines for undertaking traffic surveys and it is unlikely to 
give any weight to our opposition to the current planning application it was 
agreed unanimously by the Parish Council to conduct its own traffic surveys 
to have the data on record for future reference. A working party was formed 
to focus on this matter, its members are Cllr Key-Vice, Burton and Gordon. 
HS to contact Roger Harding to obtain a quotation. 

8.  Police & Crime 
a. The newsletter has been received by the Police. 
b. There is a Rural Crime Farming Event on 11th July 2019 
c. The Parish Council will host another property marking event as part 

of their engagement in the Supported villages scheme. HS will 
approach the Village Hall Trustees to see if it can share an event 
with them. 

HS 09/09/2019 

9. Trees 
The trees on Brookside need to be surveyed by a professional arborist or 
tree surgeon. HS was tasked to seek this advice and obtain quotations. 

HS 09/09/2019 

10. VE Day 
It was agreed to look into possibly of hosting a VE Day celebration. HS to 
gage feedback via the Pendulum and facebook. Suggestions so far have 
been street party or party in the park style event. The Parish Council can 
assist with the logistics and finance but it needs to be driven and co-
ordinated by another group of volunteers.  

HS 09/09/2019 

11. Mineral Strategy 
Further response to the Mineral Strategy – existing comments will stand. 

No Action  

12.  Grants 
There were no applications submitted this month for small grants within the 
village. 

No Action  

13. Correspondence 
a. All Saints Church – Rev Ali stepping down from the role. 
b. Brookside footpath – concerns addressed to WCC. Request a site 

village walk with Richard Haycock.  
c. Fly tipping Rugby Lane – reported to RBC and Police but the land is 

private. 
d. Broken step Brookside – complaint in with Western Power regarding 

the broken step outside Brookside Stores. 
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e. Resident – emailed comment that the plinth under the bench, 
dedicated to John Simmonds was ugly. 

14. Finances 
Helen Stewart Salary £603.00 
HMRC - £63.39. 
E.ON - £463.00 
E.ON - £1678.88 
Band Village - £395.00 
It was agreed all payments for the month of August would be delegated to 
the Clerk in conjunction with the chair or vice-chair. 

  

15.  Any Other Business 
Grass cutting – banks on Fosse Way and the cut through from Meadow 
Close to Fosse Way. 
War Memorial – to restore the avenue of lime trees leading the war 
memorial and plant some wildflowers and poppies on the island. Could we 
match fund the planting of poppies? 

No Action  

16.  Date of Next Meeting & Future Meetings 
The date of the next meeting will be 9th September 2019. 

No Action   

9.18pm 


