
 

 

STRETTON ON DUNSMORE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

We are living in strange times and this slightly unusual copy of the Pendulum comes to you, 
courtesy of the hard work put in by the Pendulum co-ordinators and the Coronavirus response 
volunteers of the village. 
 
It has been funded by the Parish Council in order that it can be delivered to all houses in the area 
and is just one of the communication routes that may help you find the information or support that 
you need. 
 
There is a tremendous amount of support and creativity in the village right now and I thank 
everyone involved for their efforts as well as you for helping to prevent the spread of the virus by 
staying home and staying away from other households. You may not be able to partake in your 
favourite activity or meet your friends, but those days will return and, in the meantime, please stay 
in and stay safe. 
 
Paul Gordon 
Chairman 
Stretton on Dunsmore Parish Council 

 



  
The single most important action we can all take, in fighting coronavirus, is to stay at home in 
order to protect ourselves, others and the NHS; this will save lives. Continuing to maintain limited 
day-to-day contact with other people, we will reduce the spread of the infection.  
 
While we are fortunate to live in a rural setting, we must ensure that we are adhering to the 
guidelines are all times and be aware of other walkers or farmers when using the footpaths.  
 
For clarity, there is no evidence of coronavirus circulating in pets or other animals in the UK and 
there is nothing to suggest animals may transmit the disease to humans. In line with the general 
advice on fighting coronavirus, you should wash your hands regularly, including before and after 
contact with animals. Vets are only permitted to treat animals in urgent cases. 
 
Dogs should be walked as part of your daily exercise.  
Horses should be visited or cared for when you leave your house for daily exercise.  
Cats will inevitably keep to their own routine, but you should wash your hands after handling them. 
 
Farmers and those rearing food producing animals are classed as critical workers so are far less 
restricted when it comes to tending to their livestock. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 
Stretton on Dunsmore Parish Council asks you all to respect these new measures by:- 

• Not going out unnecessarily 

• Not using the playground equipment 

• Respecting the social distancing boundaries when you do venture out for exercise or 
supplies. 

• Respecting those who are still actively working or volunteering 

• Checking on your neighbours (while keeping a safe distance) 
 
The Parish Council is in weekly contact with representatives of Rugby Borough Council and 
Warwickshire County Council to ensure we are kept up to date with the ever-evolving situation. 
RBC are continuing with the usual bin collections but ask that you wash your hands thoroughly 
before and after moving your wheelie bins. The waste and recycling centres are unlikely to reopen 
anytime soon, as staff have been redeployed to other areas. Before the Local Authority can 
reopen the waste centres it needs to be satisfied that the staff are as well protected as possible, 
as they are likely to be handling waste that has come from homes infected with COVID-19. 
Handwashing facilities at these sites are limited. While fly-tipping has increased within our area 
since the closure of the tips, it was apparent before the lockdown too. After taking advice from the 
PCSO Banks, the Parish Council embarked on a ‘secret mission’ in an attempt to capture the 
culprits in the act! It placed a camouflaged wildlife camera in a variety of locations for a few 
months. Sadly, it did not capture any useful footage. If you spot fly-tipping you should report it 
directly to RBC via the website or download the app then it’s even easier! 
https://www.rugby.gov.uk/app 

Every time a member of the Parish Council has reported fly-tipping from their own phones it has 
been collected within 48 hours.  
 
The Parish Council has also been in contact with the Police at Rugby Rural South and the Police 
& Crime Commissioner for advice on tackling anti-social behaviour and fly-tipping in our area. 
While fly-tipping remains the responsibility of RBC, if you witness a fly-tipping incident taking place 
please note the details, take a photograph if safe to do so and report to the Police immediately on 
101. Equally if you see any criminal activity taking place including anti-social behaviour please call 
101 or 999 if its an emergency. You should also report via 101 the details of any suspicious 
vehicles within the village as while the police may not respond directly to you, or respond 
immediately, it does help them with intelligence gathering and could help them to build a case 
against a criminal. The Police do not monitor Facebook, so while sharing the sighting of suspicious 
activity on social media maybe a useful way of alerting your neighbours it does not inform the 
Police. Record and Report is the message from Warwickshire Police, do not approach or 
challenge, your safety is paramount. The more calls the Police receive from Stretton the more 
likely we are to see an increase in foot patrols within it. Please report all suspicious activity, anti-
social behaviour directly via 101. Warwickshire Police have launched a new website which is very 
useful and contains lots of information on a variety of topics. 
https://www.warwickshire.police.uk/ 
 
The Government has now introduced legislation which allows Parish Councils to meet remotely for 
the purposes of business continuity and to take decisions in this time of crisis. They can do this by 
telephone, email or video conferencing. It has also granted all Parish and Town Councils a 
dispensation to delay the Annual General Meeting & Annual Parish Meeting, meaning the current 
chairman and vice-chair will stay in their roles for another twelve months. Stretton Parish Council 
will meet remotely on 11th May 2020 to consider a short agenda. The agenda for this will be 
displayed 7 days in advance (on the website and in the noticeboard) and the minutes will be taken 
as usual. The minutes will however now be displayed in draft form within a week of the meeting 

https://www.rugby.gov.uk/app
https://www.warwickshire.police.uk/


date. If you have any items you wish the Parish Council to address at this meeting, please email or 
telephone them through to the Parish Clerk by Monday 4th May.  
A planning application (R20/0285) has been submitted to RBC to erect 26 homes on the site 
known locally as ‘Little Orchard’, which is the land on Plott Lane between the playing field and 
Orchard Way. This is one of the sites allocated for development as identified within RBC's Local 
Plan. The Parish Council will be commenting on the plan when it meets (virtually) on 11th May 
2020. It will share these comments with you all via its Facebook page, website and noticeboards. 
As with the previous planning application for the land North of Squires Rd, the Parish Council 
encourages you to submit your personal comments on the planning application directly to Maxine 
Simmonds at Rugby Borough Council via the portal, written letter or email but also copy your 
comments or observations to the Parish Clerk (strettonondunsmoreclerk@gmail.com) The 
deadline for submissions to RBC is: 26th May 2020. 
 
To help keep you all up to date with the latest information the Parish Council have introduced an 
email system to disseminate important information as required. It will not be bombarding you with 
emails on a daily basis only when it has something significant to share. If you would like to 
subscribe to this service please email strettonondunsmoreclerk@gmail.com. Or subscribe directly 
to https://stretton.uk/subscribe.  
 
Since the lockdown was announced the Parish Council, in conjunction with Brookside Surgery, 
has formed a group of volunteers who deliver medication everyday to those who are self-isolating 
within Stretton and the surrounding villages. The Parish Clerk co-ordinates this group who also 
deliver goods purchased from Brookside Stores, assist The Oak & Black Dog with delivery of its 
takeaway meals, and they also deliver hot meals from the kitchen of Knightlow School to the 
children who are entitled to Free School Meals. On occasion they transport patients to hospital for 
routine appointments. In order to help keep them all as safe as possible the Parish Council has 
provided them all with masks and gloves and written a protocol with clear guidelines. So, when 
you stand on your doorsteps on Thursday, clapping your hands, ringing your bells and banging 
your drums remember the carers and keyworkers who live and work among us.  
 
To John & Vanessa of Brookside Stores for keeping their shelves stocked and the Post Office 
open. 
To the staff at Brookside Surgery & the Dispensary, who are working long hours to keep us safe. 
To the teachers, TAs, cleaners and cooks at Knightlow School, for keeping the school open during 
the Easter Holidays and caring for the children of those on the frontline. 
To Michelle & David in at The Oak & Black Dog, for developing a way to deliver its delicious meals 
to those who are self-isolating and for running an Easter competition for the local kids. 
To volunteers who put themselves at risk and give their time freely to assist the shop, dispensary, 
pub and school in delivering their services so when this crisis is finally over, we will hopefully still 
have all those important community assets.  
To the Scouts for making and distributing Easter cards to those within the village who might be 
feeling lonely or worried. 
To the teenagers of Stretton who are doing their bit by collecting newspapers from the shop every 
day and delivering them to people who are not able to collect for themselves. 
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Food and Basic Essentials  
You can call Brookside Stores directly to place a shopping order if you are unable to go out 
yourself. You will need to pay over the telephone on a card or arrange an alternative method such 
as cash or cheque on delivery. John and Vanessa are working hard to keep their shelves stocked 
but are limited by their suppliers. Please ensure that you do not take more than you need and 
respect the staff in the shop by trying to keep 2 metres apart from the staff and other shoppers. 
Brookside Stores: 02476 542511 
 
Prescriptions 
Please continue to contact Brookside GP Surgery and Dispensary for all repeat prescriptions. If 
you are unable to collect them yourself they can arrange to have these delivered to you by one of 
the ‘trusted volunteers’. Please note safeguarding restrictions are in place to protect the identity of 
those who currently require this support. 
Brookside Surgery Dispensary: 02476 545181 
Brookside Surgery Appointments: 02476 542525 
 
School 
Knightlow School are open only to offer childcare (not education) to the children of listed 
Keyworkers (or have other needs as set out by the Government.) They are working to ensure that 
all families who are entitled to Free School Meals have a voucher emailed to them or a hot meal 
delivered. The school office is manned every morning for urgent calls only. 
Knightlow School Office: 024 76543751 
 
All Saints Church  
All Saints Church building is closed and no services are taking place at this time. If you would like 
to listen or watch a Church of England Service tune into Radio 4 on Sunday at 8am or visit 
Coventry Cathedral’s website. If you are concerned for someone who might be isolated or lonely 
please contact one of the Parochial Church Council members (who may be able to offer some 
support via the telephone.) 
Amanda Ross: 02476 542895 
Douglas Hutchinson: 02476 540449 
 
For all other concerns or queries please contact the Parish Clerk who may be able to assist or 
direct you to the right place. 
Helen Stewart: 02476 540429 
For a full list of Parish Councillor’s details please visit: 
https//strettonondunsmore.org. 
 
 
 

www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19   

https://www.rugby.gov.uk/ 
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https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
https://rugby.foodbank.org.uk/ 
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