
 

 
This particular edition of the Pendulum has been funded by the Parish Council in order that it 
can be delivered to all homes within Stretton to help you find useful information and keep you up 
to date in these strange times. Usually the Pendulum is put together, funded and distributed by 
the Pendulum co-ordinators (nearly all of whom are volunteers.) The Parish Council hope you 
find this booklet useful and encourages you to subscribe to the Pendulum on an annual basis 
for just £3.00 per year!! Please contact one of the Pendulum team to do this (details in the front 
cover.) 
 

Warmest welcome to Cllr Steve Smyth (of Rugby Lane) who joined officially Stretton on 
Dunsmore Parish Council on 14th September. Steve assisted daily in delivering medication and 
food to those members of our community who were shielding during the height of the pandemic; 
some of you may know him already. Parish Councillors are all volunteers who work hard all year 
long to do the best for their community which they care so passionately about. There is a full list 
of Parish Councillors and their contact details within in this edition. 
 

The Parish Council are in regular contact in the Safer Neighbourhood Team, who operate in our 
area. There has been littering and damage to the playground at Plott Lane in recent weeks, so 
again the Parish Council urges you report all anti-social or suspicious or criminal activity to the 
Police. You can do this by calling 101 and you can now report via the website.  
https://www.warwickshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/ 
If you don’t report it to the Police, they cannot do anything to stop it reoccurring. While the 
Police may not be able to get on site immediately (after receiving a report of anti-social or 
suspicious activity) they will visit eventually and use the information to build up a picture or 
pattern of problems within our village. If they don’t know about it they can’t support us!  
Operation Snap is also in operation across our county – this focuses more on illegal or careless 
parking as well as speeding vehicles.  https://www.warwickshire.police.uk/police-
forces/warwickshire-police/areas/warwickshire-police/campaigns/campaigns/2019/operation-
snap/ 

 
 

The resurfacing of Brookside’s carriageway is now underway along with the resurfacing of part 
of the footpath (from the Doctor’s surgery to beyond the bus shelter.) The retaining wall of the 
brook will also be repaired. This project has been on the agenda for many years, and its thanks 



to the hard work of the Parish Councillors (past and present!) that it has finally been agreed. Cllr 
Howard Roberts has been most supportive of this scheme and managed to secure some 
funding for the pavement element. Once the works to the retaining wall are complete, the Parish 
Council are considering replacing the railings with something more attractive and in keeping 
with the area. 
 
The Parish Council Handyman will be undertaking the replacement of the wooden posts which 
edge the village green spaces over the coming months, including those outside the Village Hall. 
It has funded the cutting of all green spaces within our village for this year, as it felt it was 
important to keep our lovely village looking beautiful while its residents were less able to travel 
further afield. It has also engaged a tree surgeon to survey and map all the trees owned by the 
Parish Council within the village and undertake work where required.   
 

Some lights have been replaced on Brookside in advance of the retarmacking process. They 
are more energy efficient and in keeping with ornamental style victorian lights already near the 
bus shelter and at the bottom of Knob Hill. The Parish Council has already replaced the lights 
on Church Hill with same style lantern, and a number of other lights within the village have been 
upgraded to the current LED specification. The programme of upgrading all lights within the 
village is in place but it will take a number of years to fully complete. If you spot a faulty light, 
please report it to Parish Clerk who will rearrange to have it repaired by an E.ON engineer. 
 
 

Some time ago the phone box on the Village Green was disconnected and set up as a mini 
library. It has been closed during the pandemic and during that time the contents cleared out. 
The shelves are going to be removed, and replaced with a smaller bookcase, so it can more 
easily be accessed and used as an information point too. Please do not over the load the new 
shelves with books or leave them on the floor in a box. If the phone box continues to be 
misused the Parish Council may consider removing the books all together or keeping it locked.  

As you are aware RBC Local Plan has identified two sites within Stretton (which have now been 
removed from the greenbelt)  for development. Both sites have live planning applications on 
them – Little Orchard (R20/0285) & Land North of Squires Rd (R17/1767).  
These are amended plans for both sites and the Parish Council is continuing to object within the 
limitations of planning law. The full and comprehensive responses can be found on the village 
website but in brief the Parish Council objects to both these applications under the headings of: 

• Flooding and Surface Water Disposal 

• Traffic Congestion – Road Network 

• Environment and Landscaping 
Also, please note that despite the submitted plans for R20/0285 there is no arrangement in 
place with Deeleys for the use or purchase of Parish Council land.  
 
Once again, the Parish Council encourages individuals to comment on both planning 
applications either via the Rugby Borough Council Planning Portal 
https://planning.agileapplications.co.uk/rugby/search-applications/ 
Or in writing to Maxine Simmonds, at 
Town Hall 
Evreux Way 

https://planning.agileapplications.co.uk/rugby/search-applications/


Rugby 
CV21 2RR 
 
Deadline for comments on application R20/0285 is: 24th September 2020 
Deadline for comments on application R17/1767 is: 5th October 2020 
 
 

A reminder that the Parish Council has a grant scheme in operation which is open to any non-
profit organisations which operates within the village. The full details and policy can be found on 
the village website. In the past it has been able to support All Saints Church, Knightlow School, 
Stretton Village Hall and Stretton Scouts. http://strettonondunsmore.org  
 
 

Please ensure you report all pavement or highways faults to Warwickshire County Council – this 
includes overgrown hedgerows which are overhanging the road. 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/reportroadfaults. 
Tel: 01926 410410 
 
Please report all fly-tipping incidents to Rugby Borough Council 
https://www.rugby.gov.uk/info/20009/fly-tipping_and_abandoned_vehicles 
Tel: 01788 533533 
 
Please report all concerns about Public Rights of Way to Warwickshire County Council – this 
includes concerns about livestock or footpath maintenance. 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/rowreporting 
Tel: 01926 412824 
 

Knightlow Primary School has now reopened to all pupils of all year groups. The staff and 
Governors have worked hard to keep the children and their families safe at school and be 
COVID compliant. Until the new staggered arrival times become more routine to parents, the 
Governors and staff are marshalling traffic on the approach to the school site to minimize 
disruption to the residents. The Parish Council would like to thank all the staff at Knightlow who 
continued to work through lockdown and the Easter holidays to provide care for keyworker’s 
children.  
 

The single most important action we can all take, in fighting coronavirus, is to adhere to the 
government legislation. Wear a mask, wash your hands and keep 2 meters apart from people 
outside of your household or support bubble. The rule of six is now in force across England, 
which means you cannot socialise indoors or outdoors in groups of more than six people (in 
England children are included in that number.) There is list of exemptions from this rule 
(currently) for example organised sport or youth groups can continue to operate provided they 
can do so in a COVID secure manner. For a full list of exemptions please visit www.gov.uk 
 
While we are fortunate to live in a rural setting, we must ensure that we are adhering to the 
guidelines at all times even when walking the footpaths, or using our excellent amenities such 
as the shop or pub. 
 

http://strettonondunsmore.org/
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/reportroadfaults
tel:01926410410
https://www.rugby.gov.uk/info/20009/fly-tipping_and_abandoned_vehicles
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/rowreporting
http://www.gov.uk/


The playgrounds within Stretton remain open however, as instructed by the Government 
website ‘Anyone using playgrounds should take particular care to wash their hands after 
use and avoid touching their face. Children should be supervised carefully to maintain 
good hygiene and should not use playgrounds if they have any signs or symptoms of 
coronavirus.’ 
 
The Parish Council continue to meet on a monthly basis but virtually via zoom. The agendas for 
these meetings continue to be posted on the website and in the noticeboard. Several members 
of the public have attended these virtual meetings over the last few months. For details on how 
to attend the next meeting scheduled for 12th October 2020 please contact the Parish Council 
who will send you a link. It is very likely that this will be the format of meetings until the new year 
at least. 
 
The Parish Council continues to be in weekly contact with representatives of Rugby Borough 
Council and Warwickshire County Council to ensure we are kept up to date with the ever-
evolving situation. 
 

Thankyou to all the volunteers within the village who have kept going through this turbulent time 
to:- 
The beavers, cubs, and scout leaders who have adapted to host virtual meetings so our children 
can still play games and find comfort in seeing their friends faces during lockdown. Not an easy 
task with over 100 children with mixed abilities and ages! 
 
The members of the PCC within the Draycote Benefice who have made changes within the 
church building so parishioners can once again visit for worship and prayer. 
 
The trustees of the Village Hall who have been studying the literature and corresponding with 
regular users so the Village Hall can open again in a COVID compliant manner. 
 
The wombles of Stretton who quietly litter pick our village every week 
 
Thanks to all of you for adhering to the rules and keeping Stretton safe!  
 

 


