
 

 
 
 

The works along Brookside to address the footway landslip are being carried out by WCC. The 
Parish Council was made aware of the road closure (and shared that information publicly) but it 
was not consulted on the design of the repairs to the retaining wall. It has serious concerns 
about the emerging appearance of those necessary works. It has held informal site meetings 
with the Design and Delivery Manager and spoken at length with both Cllrs Roberts (WCC) and 
Eccleson (RBC), as well written a comprehensive letter to both Cllr Jeff Clarke (Transport & 
Planning WCC) and Cllr Isobel Seccombe (Head of WCC). The response received from Cllr 
Clarke was not satisfactory therefore the Parish Council will continue to work with all appropriate 
members of WCC to try to find an amicable solution. 
The letter to WCC and Cllr Clarkes response can be found on the village website: 
http://strettonondunsmore.org 

As you are aware RBC Local Plan has identified two sites within Stretton (which have now been 
removed from the greenbelt)  for development. Both sites have live planning applications on 
them – Little Orchard (R20/0285) & Land North of Squires Rd (R17/1767).  
These are amended plans for both sites and the Parish Council is continuing to object within the 
limitations of planning law. The full and comprehensive responses can be found on the village 
website but in brief the Parish Council objects to both these applications under the headings of: 

• Flooding and Surface Water Disposal 

• Traffic Congestion – Road Network 

• Environment and Landscaping 
Also, please note that despite the submitted plans for R20/0285 there is no arrangement in 
place with Deeleys for the use or purchase of Parish Council land.  
 

A reminder that the Parish Council has a grant scheme in operation which is open to any non-
profit organisations which operates within the village. The full details and policy can be found on 
the village website. In the past it has been able to support All Saints Church, Knightlow School, 
Stretton Village Hall and Stretton Scouts. http://strettonondunsmore.org  
 

The single most important action we can all take, in fighting coronavirus, is to adhere to the 
government legislation. Wear a mask, wash your hands and keep 2 meters apart from people 
outside of your household or support bubble. Stretton on Dunsmore is currently within in tier 1 
(medium) so the rule of six inside and outside is still in place. It has been confirmed that if 
Rugby Borough Council implement tier 2 (high) restrictions the same will apply to Stretton. 
www.gov.uk 
 
The playgrounds within Stretton remain open however, as instructed by the Government 
website ‘Anyone using playgrounds should take particular care to wash their hands after 
use and avoid touching their face. Children should be supervised carefully to maintain 
good hygiene and should not use playgrounds if they have any signs or symptoms of 
coronavirus.’ 

http://strettonondunsmore.org/
http://strettonondunsmore.org/
http://www.gov.uk/


 
There isn’t any specific Government advice regarding Halloween or Bonfire Night but there are 
notable messages available from three trusted sources within our area and the Parish Council 
encourages you to make responsible choices for your family, friends, neighbours and the wider 
community:- 
 
Warwickshire Police: 
“It was mentioned that Public Health England has given out advice stating that ‘alternative’ 
means should be encouraged, such as people place pumpkins in their windows and children 
with adults go on a ‘pumpkin hunt’ and then their parents give them sweets when they spot one. 
However, this is pointed towards young children, not children who go out alone. 
Public Heath England has also given advice not to leave a bucket of sweets outside for those to 
help themselves to prevent door knocking as this could be a breeding zone for the infection with 
numerous and multiple people putting their hands into it.” 
 
Public Health Warwickshire – Dr Shade Agboola 
“We know that Halloween can be a really exciting time for children, especially when going out 
trick or treating, but with the rise of COVID-19 across the country and Warwickshire as a whole, 
the advice of Public Health Warwickshire is to consider the alternatives available to help to keep 
everyone safe. Alternatives could include a pumpkin or Halloween trail, either with real 
pumpkins or decorated windows. Small groups of up to six (including children and adults) can 
walk to spot the decorations and eat their own sweets at home. Groups should stick to 
household members wherever possible. There are also opportunities to hold activities online 
with family and friends.  

We really don’t want to spoil anyone’s fun, but it is important for everyone to play their part and 
do the right thing for Warwickshire. We still want families to be able to celebrate Halloween, but 
it’s important to do so safely." 

Cllr Howard Roberts – WCC 
“At the moment we know the government are considering what advice to give. The issues are 
similar to Remembrance Sunday, with one additional complication. For larger outdoor events 
you need to be able to control numbers and ensure that social groups of no more than 6. 
Organisers will also have to carry out risk assessments and have a system for recording the 
details of all of those who attend. Given the large numbers of cases locally, the potentially 
vulnerable attendees, the inability to control the crowd, and the risks with it being dark means 
that our recommendation is that they do not go ahead.  
If it does go head the organiser must submit their event plan and COVID-19 risk assessment in 
advance which will be assessed by Public Health Warwickshire and if the risk remains, they 
may still cancel it. Given the costs of the fireworks and the possibility the event will be cancelled, 
the advice is do not have it. The government at the moment are not considering banning 
firework sales to the public, but those events should be for those in their social bubble only and 
again be not more than six attending.” 
 
The Parish Council has purchased Poppy Wreaths as usual and will lay one at Gallipoli Island in 
advance of Remembrance Sunday. It continues to be in weekly contact with representatives of 
Rugby Borough Council and Warwickshire County Council to ensure we are kept up to date with 
the ever-evolving situation. 
 
It unlikely that restrictions will have relaxed by December 2020 and therefore a Christmas Fayre 
or Light Switch Event on is unlikely but the Parish Council are working with the Village Hall 
Trustees on the installation of illuminated and decorated Christmas Tree on the green space 
outside of the Village Hall to bring some Christmas Cheer to the village. The lights in the trees 
on the Village Green will be lit up as usual as well. 



 


