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Stretton Clerk <stretton.on.dunsmore.clerk@gmail.com>

Repairs to the Retaining Wall in Brookside Stretton on Dunsmore 

Stretton Clerk <stretton.on.dunsmore.clerk@gmail.com> 21 October 2020 at 16:50
To: Jeff Clarke <jeffclarke@warwickshire.gov.uk>, Howard Roberts <howardroberts@warwickshire.gov.uk>, Paul Gordon
<paul.and.jan.gordon@gmail.com>, Cllr Peter Eccleson <peter.eccleson@rugby.gov.uk>
Cc: Isobel Seccombe <isobelseccombe@warwickshire.gov.uk>

Dear Cllr Clarke,

Thank you for your email of 19th October. It is understandable that the briefing note is supportive of the actions taken
as it was prepared by the same members of staff who developed the original proposal. It does however differ from our
experience and, in bringing it to the attention of elected representatives, we had a reasonable expectation that the
issues raised might be more robustly challenged. We are extremely disappointed that your reply simply points to the
answers which Council officers have already offered.

We fully accept that Warwickshire County Council has a statutory duty to maintain a safe highway network and that
you are not required to consult with local Parishes in discharging that duty but where works have a significant effect
on local residents, might be controversial or are in the centre of a built up area it is not an unreasonable expectation
that WCC might share its plans in advance of starting work. In these days when talk of a unitary body is heavily laden
with promises of localism and co-operation with Town and Parish Councils it seems incongruous that such an idea
would be alien to you. Your comment that 'County Highways were unable to send copies of the design drawings as
they were not finalised until 30th June 2020' could perhaps do with some clarification as the scheme didn't start for
another 60 days.

The majority of our Parish Councillors have lived in the immediate vicinity of Brookside for many years and are aware
of the times that dips in the pavement have been repaired but the total extent of that remedial work would not account
for movement in the retaining wall as claimed. We do not assert that it was stable or safe and agree that works were
necessary to stabilise the footway at that point but remain extremely concerned that the design and drawings to
realign the brook reduce the design width of the footway from 1.8m (at its widest) to 1.2m. In delivery the actual
footway has become narrower still. I have today been to site and measured the clear width of the footway to average
just 90cm reducing to 70cm where the lampost is sited. As these were planned new works this seems a scandalous
infringement of accessibility policy.

Our principal concern however is the visual aspect of the offside wall and the fact that it stands up to 1.5m forward of
the previous bank. It is simplistic to claim that ground pressure from the far bank is required to equalise ground
pressure from the footway. It certainly has a contribution but the majority of the lateral stability comes from the offside
toe being in unbroken ground on the far side and not the uncompacted backfill. If the design is reliant upon the backfill
we would request information on the height at which the rear wall could be cut and still remain stable. We understand
that cutting the rear wall would compromise its integrity against moisture ingress but, as the front wall has already
been cut it cannot be an uncrossable red line. As previously detailed trimming the offside wall reduces the amount of
headwall required and significantly reduces the negative visual impact.

We understand that the design team are defensive of their original judgements and bridle at the thought of outsiders
questioning their plans but we would ask you again to challenge whether there isn't something than can be done to
reduce the height of the offside wall and the visual impact that it will impart for decades to come.

As a Parish Council we have always maintained a good relationship with WCC, and kept it informed of our actions
and concerns in many areas. We recognised that budgets are tight, and have duly waited for many years to have
Brookside resurfaced and the retaining wall repaired. All the while keeping a channel of communication with
Richard Haycock. We went so far as to engage in WCC Lengthsman scheme two years ago so we can manage the
smaller jobs ourselves, so as not to put further strain on WCC's schedules and finances. We also recently revived the
Rural Footpaths Team and are working with Dave Hughes so Stretton can be self-sufficient in terms of maintaining its
Public Rights of Way, without need to report all problems to WCC. We liaise with Clint Parker before decorating the
trees owned by Highways at Christmas and cut grass verges which are forgotten by Highways. My Chairman and I
attended a briefing yesterday led by Cllr Seccombe on the Local Government Review, during which the emphasis
was put on the importance of WCC engaging with the lowest tier of local government as those Parish Councillors are
the people the residents have elected to represent their views, and ultimately know the area best. While we were in
this meeting, trees were being planted by WCC in a variety of locations around the village which we had no prior
knowledge of and work continued on Brookside. In short, the sentiment at the briefing was very compelling but in
reality, there is very little (if any) engagement from WCC with those at the grass roots level on large scale projects
which have a huge impact on our village! We have asked to see these designs multiple times, and while as you say,
you are not obliged to consult with Parish Councils this whole situation could have been avoided if the WCC had
engaged with us earlier on.
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We are keen to find an amicable solution to this situation, and would like to invite you and Cllr Roberts to meet with
myself and the Chairman on site so you can see the issues we've described for yourself. Equally, if you have
concerns about breaching any COVID restrictions at this time, perhaps you might be willing to meet with us virtually?

Many Thanks,

Helen Stewart
Parish Clerk
[Quoted text hidden]


