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Stretton Clerk <stretton.on.dunsmore.clerk@gmail.com>

Repairs to the Retaining Wall in Brookside Stretton on Dunsmore 

Jeff Clarke <jeffclarke@warwickshire.gov.uk> 19 October 2020 at 14:46
To: Stretton Clerk <stretton.on.dunsmore.clerk@gmail.com>
Cc: Isobel Seccombe <isobelseccombe@warwickshire.gov.uk>

Dear Helen,
 
Thank you for your le�er which was received 14th October 2020.
 
Please find a�ached a briefing note prepared by Peter O'Connor (Sec�on Manager - bridges &
structures) which should help to answer the majority of points raised in your le�er.
 
Our highways team also discussed your concerns with the local elected member (Cllr Roberts) and RBC
member (Cllr Eccleson) earlier this week, prior to their a�endance at your recent Parish Council mee�ng
on 12th October 2020.
 
Warwickshire County Council has a statutory duty to maintain a safe highway network.  As I am sure you
are aware, our term maintenance contractor was required to a�end site on several occasions to fill
substan�al voids which had developed within the footway.
 
The safety of highway users must be a priority when considering lifecycle planning of our assets and the
retaining wall scheme was iden�fied as requiring a�en�on during 2020/21, along with the footway and
carriageway schemes which will follow on from these works.  We are not required to consult with local
parishes when undertaking essen�al maintenance works and County Highways were unable to send
copies of the design drawings as they were not finalised un�l 30th June 2020.
 
I am assured the brook wall has moved over �me and the footway requires realigning.  We will ensure a
minimum width of 1.2m is available for pedestrians on comple�on of the scheme.  The Parish ligh�ng
column will be reinstated at the rear of the footway adjacent to the capping beam and as Peter has
men�oned, localised obstruc�ons of this nature are not uncommon, par�cularly in rural areas.
 
Having consulted with Rugby Borough Council, the majority of Brookside falls outside of the defined
conserva�on area, which starts at the row of terraced co�ages near Knob Hill (adjacent to No 48).
 
Our highway searches team have confirmed the small masonry wall outside numbers 40-48 does not
form part of the public highway (maintained at public expense) and this ma�er has been passed to our
legal services team to provide further advice.  I understand this was only brought to our a�en�on a few
weeks ago by a local resident who raised concerns about its condi�on.  Un�l such �me that
ownership/responsibility can be determined, we may need to omit the area adjacent to the wall from
our carriageway scheme and return at a later date to complete the remaining sec�on from number 48
up to the village centre.  County Highways will provide an update for the Parish Council once we receive
a response from legal services.
 
I do hope the briefing note and my suppor�ng comments help to answer most of your queries and
concerns, however, should you require any further clarifica�on please contact me.
 
Kind Regards. Councillor Jeff Clarke

Cabinet Por�olio Holder for Transport and Planning


