
STRETTON-ON-DUNSMORE PARISH COUNCIL 
NEWS 

 

The Parish Council and many other authorities were caught ‘off guard’ 
in April 2021 by the death of Prince Philip, so it then adopted a protocol 
which would be triggered if another senior royal died. It is because of 
that document that the Parish Council were able to react swiftly and 
appropriately when HM Queen Elizabeth II passed away on Thursday 
8th September 2022. The leather bound book of condolence was ordered 
in advance and arrangements were in place to site it in the Village Hall. 

Within 24 hours of the official announcement from Buckingham Palace 
of the Queen’s demise, the bunting had been removed from the trees, 
the village fete had been postponed, a place for floral tributes had been 
prepared and the book of condolence was opened. Notification from the 
Parish Council was shared on its website, noticeboard and Facebook.  

It was important to the Parish Council to ensure that the people of 
Stretton on Dunsmore were given opportunities to mark this moment in 
history and to gather together as a community to support each other. 

Stretton on Dunsmore is a lovely village with a real sense of community 
which again was ever present by the efforts of not only the Parish 
Councillors but by the other organisations and individuals too.  

Thanks to the Village Hall Trustees for housing the book of condolence 
and preparing a place for floral tributes. Thanks also All Saints’ Church 
Bell Ringers who helped to mark the moments of reflection. Finally, thank 
you to the Village Fete committee for their timely decision to reschedule 
the fete and instead host an informal tea and cake event to give 
members of the community an opportunity to talk about this momentous 
period in our lives. 

 

Below is a record of the actions which took place and for your interest a 
copy of the notices which were shared:- 

 

 

 



Thursday 8th September – the announcement of the monarch’s death 
was broadcast. Stretton on Dunsmore shared the following message on 
social media and its website (within one hour). 

‘It has been announced by Buckingham Palace that HM Queen 

Elizabeth II has passed away today on 8th September 2022. 

 

The Parish Council and the people of Stretton on Dunsmore are deeply 

saddened to hear the news of her death. 

 

It is confirmed that flags within the parish should be flown at half-mast 

and a book of condolence will shortly be opened up at the Village Hall 

for those who wish to pay their respects. 

 

A designated area will be marked outside the Village Hall for those who 

wish to pay their respects by laying flowers.  

 

Sincere condolences go to the family members’ 

 

 
 
 



Friday 9th September - Two minutes silence was observed while 
muffled bells pealed in the tower of All Saints church at 6.30pm and 
people came together to lay tributes. 

‘The book of condolence is now available for signing in the annex of 

the Village Hall. The building will be left open daily for the next ten 

days from 9.30am to 8.30pm.  

 

There is also a place to lay floral tributes outside the entrance to the 

Village Hall where a flag is hung at half-mast.  

 

A candle will be lit at 6.30pm this evening as the bells toll. Everyone is 

welcome to join us at the event to remember our Queen. 

 

Thanks to Jeremy Cox and Adam Wilson for removing the bunting 

yesterday and creating this beautiful external space to lay your 

tributes.’ 

 

Saturday 10th September – Cream teas were served in the Village Hall 
to give people a chance to chat and make a donation to the Queen’s 
Green Canopy Fund. (arranged by Village Fete committee). Over £200 
was raised for charity that afternoon. 

 

Sunday 11th September - The Proclamation was aloud by Cllr Paul 
Gordon outside the Village Hall on at 4pm. (There is also a video if this 
on Facebook) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/jjhcox?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV3ZQ8D_zJueWgx1Lo-pXQZRe5VLM5MXPVCOLgCnFzW1ecLeUmk0ES7rWctO-pApk8r7mJHiwYN2hGh3Ad6FDOrl-bj8ptfrcfwzrNeRiOWJNKVTEcf5HJF7CP0twGFonOpmc32aw1Wwhkdqep6zQwymKMMhxA0Aur9VbnVMpYI6ov6-JgXtGR3XnQWF-s-DFFcBI1r1ZrG6a6413KRyJJu&__tn__=-%5dK-R


 

 

 



Sunday 17th September – a short vigil was held outside the Village Hall 
at 7.45pm as part of the National Moment of Reflection on  

‘The National Moment of Reflection will take place at 8pm on Sunday 

18th September, the night before the State Funeral, and be marked by 

a one-minute silence. 

 

Stretton on Dunsmore Parish Council invites its parishioners to take 

part in a National Moment of Reflection to mourn the passing of Her 

Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 

 

Please gather outside the Village Hall from 7.45pm to join us in a short 

vigil which will conclude with a one minute silence at 8pm. All Saints’ 

Church bell will toll to mark the beginning and the end of the National 

Moment of Reflection. 

 

The flag outside the hall remains at half mast, the candle will continue 

to burn, floral tributes can still be laid and the book of condolence 

remains open in the annex. 

 

Everyone is welcome to attend and to bring their own candles but 

there will be some available at the event also.’ 

 

The next meeting of Stretton on Dunsmore Parish Council will take place 
on 10th October 2022 at 7pm in Knightlow School Hall. 

 

Helen Stewart 
Clerk to Stretton-on-Dunsmore Parish Council 
3 Orchard Way 
CV23 9HP 
Tel: 02476540429 
Email: strettonondunsmoreclerk@gmail.com 
Website:https://strettonondunsmore.org/  
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:strettonondunsmoreclerk@gmail.com
https://strettonondunsmore.org/


‘It was with a deep sense of sadness that the passing of our late 
Sovereign, Queen Elizabeth the Second was recorded by the Parish on 
the 8th September 2022. Our sorrow at this time is shared by people 
across the globe, as we remember with affection and gratitude the 
lifetime of service given by our longest reigning Monarch. 
 
For more than 70 years, Queen Elizabeth has been the great constant 
in our national life. She has inspired us, on occasion comforted us and 
always personified values we hold dear. Throughout her reign she 
performed her duties with exceptional wisdom, dedication and fidelity. 
 
The nation loved, respected and admired her. 
 
On behalf of the people of Stretton on Dunsmore, we offer our sincere 
and heartfelt condolences to The King, The Queen Consort and to the 
entire Royal Family.’ 

 

Cllr Paul Gordon 

Chairman of Stretton on Dunsmore Parish Council 

 

 


